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ton), both of which were written under the auspices of Professor F. F. 
Abbott. It is a useful type of thesis, for it not only furnishes abundance 
of problems upon which the candidate for the doctorate can whet his wits, 
but makes a substantial contribution to the store of information in regard 
to details which is an essential preliminary to that comprehensive history 
of the administration of the Roman provinces which we hope will some day 
be written. 

Dr. Harrer has done his work well. He has collected carefully the avail- 
able data bearing on the identity and chronology of the officials who served 
as governors or procurators of the province, and has subjected his material 
to a thorough and discriminating scrutiny. When the evidence on a name 
is inconclusive, he has not hesitated to indicate his doubts, and the number 
of interrogation marks that adorn the pages of the pamphlet attest the con- 
servative quality of his judgment. 

To the lists of governors and procurators he has added sections on "The 
Separation of Cilicia and Syria," "The Revolt of Pescennius Niger," and 
"The Division of Syria." There is a note also on CIL, III, 6169. These 
additions partake of the nature of appendixes and, giving to the treatise a 
more miscellaneous character than is usual in doctoral dissertations, detract 
somewhat from the unity of the work. 



G. J. Laing 
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Pagan Ideas of Immortality during the Early Roman Empire. By 
Clifford Herschel Moore. Cambridge: Harvard Univer- 
sity Press, 1918. 

This is the Ingersoll Lecture for 1918 and so belongs to that series of 
lectures on immortality which includes William James's Human Immortality, 
Benjamin Ide Wheeler's Dionysos and Immortality, Royce's The Conception 
of Immortality, Osier's Science and Immortality, and other contributions by 
well-known hands on different phases of the subject. 

Professor Moore begins with the sixth book of the Aeneid, that "strange 
compound of popular belief, philosophy, and theology," and after a brief 
review of its contents sketches rapidly the origin and history of the theories 
and beliefs indicated or expounded in it. He touches on the eleventh book 
of the Odyssey, the ideas of the Orphics and Pythagoreans, the doctrines of 
Plato and Aristotle, and the views of the post-Aristotelian schools. He 
points out also the hope of immortality immanent in the Eleusinian mys- 
teries, in the cult of Isis, and in the worship of Mithras. Needless to say, 
the narrow limits of a single lecture have prevented a full discussion of any 
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of these themes, but the author has succeeded in bringing out in strong relief 
the various forms in which the belief in immortality manifested itself in 
philosophic systems, cults, and mysteries of widely different origin and 
character. Throughout there is a striking dexterity of condensation that 
will appeal both to scholar and layman; and everyone who reads the book 
will close it with a more vivid realization of the extent to which pagan theories 
of immortality prepared the way for Christian doctrine. 

G. J. Laing 
University of Chicago 



